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actual and practical one even to u$ at this day
and in this country. We havfe n0 occasion to
go to La Salette, or to Central Africa, or to
Lourdes, for examples of immo^, and debasing
superstition. It is only too "possibly for a
child to grow up in London fiijtrroundeqt by an
atmosphere of beliefs fit only for tl^'; savage,*
which have in our own time been founded in
fraud and propagated by credulfty.

Laying aside, then, such tradition as is
handed on without testing by successive genera-
tions, let us consider that which is truly built
up out of the common experience of mankind.
This great fabric is for the guidance of our
thoughts, and through them of our actions,
both Ift the moral and in the material world,
Ili the moral world, for example, it gives us
1&e conceptions of right in gei^eral, of justice,
of truth, of beneficence, and the |ite. These
are given as conceptions, not as statements or
propositions; they an^wet4 to certain definite
instincts which are certainly within us, fcowever
they came there. That it is right to be benefi-
cent is matter of immediate personal experi-
ence ; for when a man retires within himself
an4 there finds something, wider and more
lasting than his solitary personality, which says,
* I want to do right" as well a!, " I want to do
j|qod to man," he can verify by direct observa-
tion that one instinct is founaed upon and
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